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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
2007!
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It Is the Holy Spirit that led the retreat

The 5™ Korean Charismatic Renewal Youth Leader Seminar Workshop at Tacoma

The following is a recapitulation of the 5
workshop by Andy Lee, KSC Youth Ministry Team
member. The 5" workshop was held at Tacoma, WA
on December, 15, 16, and 17, 2006. Sixteen young
adults from Calgary, Vancouver, Seattle, Tacoma,
and Portland attended the workshop. The workshop
was led by Deacon Joseph Lee and KSC workshop
leaders.

What a wonderful journey. It started out with
uncertainties and doubts and ends with conviction in
God’s love.

| have to admit, when | arrived at the Palisade
retreat center, | wasn't sure whether we will be able to
have our retreat. A day before, a nasty windstorm
knocked out the power at the retreat center. When
Julia told me she had secured someone’s house, |
was skeptical. But, since we had people drove more
than three hours from Portland and from Vancouver,
BC, I tried to maintain positive attitude.

The house had plenty of rooms to hold the
sessions and group discussions. Except for the
opening Mass, which was replaced with the Liturgy of
Words, we were able to keep to the retreat
schedule. Father Lane from the retreat center came
on Saturday afternoon to hear the
confession.  Virginia King from the Western
Washington Catholic Charismatic Renewal came and
gave a wonderful talk. Many participants stayed up
late writing their testimonies.

On Sunday, we decided to attend the Mass at St.
De Paul in Federal Way. We hoped to complete our
retreat at the Lord’s house. After cleaning the house,
we packed our bags and left for the church. After
hearing our plight, Father Tom lovingly took us in. He
allowed us to use a small chapel to finish our retreat.

When | entered the chapel, | felt great joy. | felt
like we were the tribes of Israelites lost in the desert
finally entering the promise land. Although, we may
have planned the retreat, | realized that it was the
Holy Spirit who led the retreat. Every step of the way,
God was there to satisfy our needs. | also imagined
this must be the same joy felt by Joseph when he
found a manger after a long journey.

Because of Father Tom’'s generous hearts, we
were able to successfully complete our
retreat. Before | left, | raised my hand to the Father
and ask Him to bless Father Tom and St. De Paul
Church.

Youth Testimony

The following is the testimony given by Peter Goun,
the participant of the Life in the Spirit Seminars Young
Leaders’ Workshop IV. The workshop, sponsored by
KSC for the Youth Ministry Team, was held from
August 25th to the 27th, 2006 at Baltimore, MD.

During the summer of 1998, my perfect view of
the world turned upside down. | got a crash course in
suffering.

The day was August 15, 1998. | was driving to the
cleaners to deliver the clothes and bring back the
clean ones. With me were my grandma and my kid
brother, Andrew (who was 3 at the time). At this time
| had just received my license. Sooner or later | got
lost. | took 45 minutes trying to find the road | was
looking for when | decided to just retrace my steps
and go back to my mom. | went down a small hill and
decided to take one final look to see if the next road
was the one | was looking for. The road sign was
hidden from the trees so | had to move my body
around to get a better look and it wasn’t the road so |
looked up to see the traffic light when it was RED. By
that time it was too late, | was already halfway across
the intersection. | hit a car coming from my right. The
result of the accident left two people dead: Anthony
Cerino (7yrs old) and Helen Cerino (his grandmother).
| not only took one but two lives, one of which had a
full life ahead of him.

| guess | blacked out for a moment and when |
came around | heard my kid brother crying. |
panicked and tried to open the door, but for some
reason it was locked. | climbed out of the car window
and got brother out of the car. | kept asking my
brother if he was okay, but all he did was cry.
Pedestrians came by and helped my grandmother out
of the car. She was bleeding from her head. | was
there to translate for her. As this was going on, | saw
the other car upside down. | saw a man get out of the



car and was relieved because he was alive.
Construction workers who were working nearby
turned the car right-side up. Soon after this, they took
out a body that was drenched in blood. | turned
around and was in shock. | went to some lady’s arms
and started crying. | prayed to GOD that would be
okay.

We were taken to the hospital. | had very minor
injuries and my grandmother had 10-13 stitches on
her head. My kid brother (thank GOD) was not
injured at all. Apparently he was lying in the backseat
and when | hit the car, he just rolled down. As soon
as | was treated | called my parent told them that | got
into an accident. They told me that they couldn’t
come because of work. Apparently they thought the
accident was a minor one. | was in a hospital room
crying and praying. My kid brother was sleeping with
my grandmother in a different room. As soon as my
parents and twin brother came | hugged them. Then
moments later | heard a loud voice saying “Oh my
God, my mother’s dead?!” | fell to my knees because
| felt that | was the one responsible. | told my twin
brother (Paul) to go check if the other family is okay.
Once he left | started to pray and shiver. He came
back and told me that the other (victim's) family was
okay. That everybody survived. 1 trusted him and |
started to feel calm and better.

The next two weeks or so was normal (getting
ready for school). Sometime afterwards, | went with
my parents to go see my lawyer. | didn’t think much
of it. On our way there my mother told me the truth
about what really happened. | didn't know what to
say or think. | just stared into space cursing GOD.
Apparently, the doctors told my family to lie because
there was a good chance that | would have a mental
breakdown from the shock that | was already in. My
life was never the same again. At home all | my
depressed self did was eat, sleep (if | could), have
horrible nightmares, drink my father’s alcohol, etc. |
had a constant urge to just end my life, but two things
stopped me from doing so. One was my family, |
didn’t want them to go through more hardships than |

have already caused and two, | felt like | deserved it.
| believed | had to suffer in this life and not take the
easy way out. Thus, | was prepared to go to jail;
rather | wanted to go to jail. | believed | deserved to
go. | mean after all, | killed two innocent people. My
life was hell and my bitterness towards GOD and to
the world showed in high school. You could say that |
was a big jerk/bully only because | didn’t care about
anything because | felt like my life was a meaningless
one. | would sometimes try to pick fights. This is
embarrassing to say but, | was one of those people
that knocked down people’'s books and kicked it
across the hallway. This went throughout high school.

The turning point of my life occurred during trial or
to be specific pre-trial. As soon as | walked in the
court room | was scared because | knew the victim’'s
family was going to be there. | sat onto the
defendant’'s side of the seat. 1 could see them
through the corner of my eye, but didn't have the
courage to turn and see them directly. | was initially
charged with involuntary manslaughter and reckless
driving. For those of you who may not know,
involuntary manslaughter is a serious charge. If | was
convicted | would have spent my time in jail and later
prison. The judge however dropped the involuntary
manslaughter charge and instead convicted me of
reckless driving. He said this is one of the most
difficult trials he’'s been to and said he felt sorry to
both families for the pain and hardships. The judge
then asked if the victim’s family wanted to speak. As
soon as the father got up, my tears that | was holding
back came bursting down because | knew what he
was going to say how much he hated me. | was
wrong, he said, “Peter, we don’t hate you. This could
have happened to anyone, even me, I'm so sorry that
it had to happen to someone so young. We care
about you and will pray for you. Something so simply
was so heartwarming. The compassion and love | felt
from them was too much for me to bear and
understand. | fell to my knees and cried while trying
to say the words I’'m sorry.

After the trial, Fr. Tom (who has helped me

through this difficult time) and a victim’s family priest
arranged a meeting between the two families. When |
saw them, the first thing they did was hug me and
teling me “it's going to be okay.” We cried and
hugged together. Before we left the sister of the boy,
whom | killed, said, “You are in high school and then
going to college. It's supposed to be the best time of
your life! Please live your life and enjoy it!”
The compassion, forgiveness and love they showed
me were too much for me to bear. If someone killed
one of my family members (whether it be an accident
or not) | don’t know if I have courage to show the
compassion and love the Cerinos gave me. It was
not until later that | realized this is the ultimate from of
God's love. The Lord showed me his love through the
Cerinos.



